United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark OfTice 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. I CONFIRMATION No7 



APPLICATION NO. 



HLING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



09/786,993 



03/09/2001 



7590 



10/19/2004 

Davidson Davidson & Kappel 
14th Floor 

485 Seventh Avenue 
New York, NY 10018 



Ralf A. Sood 



100.1003 



1120 



EXAMINER 



CHEVALIER, ROBERT 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2616 

DATE MAILED: 10/19/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



OfficB Action Suniniarv 


Application No. 

09/786,993 


Applicant(s) 

SOOD, RALF A. 


Examiner 

Bob Chevalier 


Art Unit 

2616 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

For example: 

(1) Claim 31, line 1, the expression "the data processing program further 
comprises" recited thereof is not clear since there is no "data processing program" 
previously recited in the claimed invention. It is to be noted that the "data processing 
program" is recited in claim 29. but, not in claim 28 as it is implied in the present claim 
31. Clarification is requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Burgess. 
Burgess discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows all the 

limitations recited In claim 28, including the feature receiving geographic position data 
that are coded into digital signals and outputting the geographic position data in the 
form of the signals that are suitable for recording onto an audio channel of a camcorder 
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(See Burgess' Figure 3, and page 2, lines 24-26. and page 13, lines 21-24), and the 
feature of the converter that carries out a conversion to the digital signals in order to 
record the level converted digital signals, as they are, onto the audio channel of the 
camcorder as specified in the present claim 28, (See Burgess's claim 1 , paragraph (c), 
and claim 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burgess (W098/54896) in view of Babin et al. 

Burgess discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows 
substantially the same limitations recited in claims 29, including the feature of receiving 
geographic position data that are coded into digital signals and outputting the 
geographic position data in the form of the signals that are suitable for recording onto an 
audio channel of a camcorder (See Burgess' Figure 3, and page 2, lines 24-26, and 
page 13, lines 21-24), and the feature of the converter that carries out a conversion to 
the digital signals in order to record the level converted digital signals, as they are, onto 
the audio channel of the camcorder as specified in the present claim 29. (See Burgess's 
claim 1, paragraph (c), and claim 6), and the feature of the data processing program 
that is adapted to display at least one digital land map on a screen to display the 
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capture sites of images or image sequences represented by the image data on the at 
least one land map and to display, when the user selects a capture site, the 
corresponding images or image sequences as specified in the present claim 29. (See 
Burgess'claim 15, paragraphs (i-l)). 

Burgess fails to specifically disclose the feature of the at least one digital land 
map comprises at least one digital world map that is displayed in the form of a parallel 
projection onto the globe, wherein the global is virtually rotatable by the user as 
specified in the present claim 29. 

Babin et al does disclose an information system for interactive access to 
geographic information which includes the feature the digital land map comprises at 
least one digital world map that is displayed in the form of a parallel projection onto the 
globe, wherein the global is virtually rotatable by the user as specified in the present 
claim 29. (See Babin et al's Figure 5). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the 
Burgess'apparatus wherein the display means provided thereof would incorporate the 
capability of the digital land map comprises at least one digital world map that is 
displayed in the form of a parallel projection onto the globe, wherein the global is 
virtually rotatable by the user in the same conventional manner as is shown by Babin et 
al. The motivation is to be able to provide relating geographic infornnation on any 
specified location of the world at any desired time. 

With regard to claim 30, the feature of putting together a movie from at least one 
land map selected by the user as well as images selected by the user as specified 
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thereof would be inherently present in the proposed combination of Burgess and Babin 
et al indicated above, because, such a combination would already include the capability 
of selecting both portions of the displayed map and the corresponding images of the 
selected displayed map for reproduction purposes. (See Burgess'claim 15, paragraphs 
(i-l), and Babin et al's Figure 5). 

6. Claim 31 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

"JP 1 1098445" discloses a Global Positioning System based on the world data 
and time information display system for camcorder. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bob Chevalier whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4780. The examiner can normally be reached on MM-F (9:00-6:30), second Monday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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B. Chevalier 
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